
 

 

How to Boost Your Author Career 

Through Conferences 

 
 
Writing conferences are fantastic       

opportunities for advancing your       

career as an author.  

 

This guide will show you how to fully               

leverage conferences to achieve your         

goals. 

 
 
 
 
Before the Conference  

 
Study the Conference Agenda In Advance 
 
Since you won’t be able to attend all of the sessions, study the 
conference agenda and identify the presentations that interest you 
the most. 
 
Think big picture: which sessions will help you get to the next level of 
your author career?  
 
Once you’ve identified the sessions you’re most interested in, create 
your own customized schedule. It doesn’t matter if it’s typed out and 
printed or simply written down somewhere in your phone. Just 
make sure it’s somewhere you can easily access throughout the 
conference.  
 
It’s a good idea to study the conference map as well. Knowing 
exactly where you’re headed before each session will give you 
enough time to get good seats, relax, and chat with other attendees. 
 

Prepare a List of Career Challenges  
 
Have you been thinking about switching genres, but you don’t know 
how to start? Want to start advertising, but need help narrowing 
down your strategy?  
 

 



 

Whatever your challenges may be, chances are, the conference 
speakers have experienced the same struggles at some point. 
 
This is your chance to get expert advice tailored to your unique 
situation. Before the conference, write down all of your current 
career struggles. This list will help you form questions for the session 
speakers, so you can instantly build relationships and get your most 
important questions answered. 
 
 
Connect With Speakers and Attendees Upfront Online 
 
If you want to use your time effectively at the conference, it’s best to 
schedule meetings beforehand. The easiest way is to connect with 
speakers or other attendees upfront online, so you don’t waste time 
searching for them at the conference. Start reaching out about a 
month beforehand. 
 
 

During the Conference 

 
Don’t be Afraid to Get Social! 
 
Plan to keep your evenings clear for informal chats with fellow 
authors and speakers. This is how some of the most important 
networking happens. And don’t be afraid to take the initiative. Invite 
people to join you for lunch, or feel free to strike up conversations 
with other attendees in between sessions. 
 
Another great way to engage is through social media. Most 
conferences have a trending hashtag that you can follow on Twitter, 
Facebook, and other platforms. Don’t be shy! Join the conversation 
online, and if you make a connection with someone, consider 
meeting up with them in person. 
 
 

After the Conference  

 
Follow Up With Everyone 
 
You know all those business cards you’ve collected over the course of 
the conference? Don’t let them just sit in the bottom of your bag. 
Once you get home, be sure to follow-up with every person you met.  
 
Send a personal email to them as well as connection requests on 
LinkedIn and your preferred social media platform. Nurturing these 
connections is how to transform them into potential friendships, 
mentorships, and other partnerships.  
 
 
About Us: PublishDrive is a self-publishing platform that 
distributes ebooks to 400+ stores worldwide, including Amazon, 
 

https://publishdrive.com/


 

Google Play Books, Apple Books, Barnes & Noble, Kobo, and more. As                     
your partner in publishing, we offer free marketing tools and ebook                     
conversion to simplify the publishing process.  
 
    
 
 
 

We are social:  

For more information about PublishDrive, visit: publishdrive.com 

Subscribe to our blog: publishdrive.com/blog  

Join our community: facebook.com/community  

Facebook: facebook.com/publishdrive/  

Twitter: twitter.com/publishdrive  

YouTube: https://bit.ly/2QLX1cJ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Write more. Worry less. 
 
 

 

https://publishdrive.com/
http://www.publishdrive.com/
https://publishdrive.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1443135315733609
https://www.facebook.com/publishdrive/
https://twitter.com/publishdrive?lang=en
https://bit.ly/2QLX1cJ

